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Technology at FernLeaf
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Third Grade - Pen-pals around the globe

By Erika Maciula



Staff Profile | Joe Hinchcliffe

Despite driving a classic, soft-top jeep to school in the dead of winter, Joe maintains a quiet 

presence in the community. He brings years of teaching experience to the classroom, where he 

principally works with the kindergarten students, and a broad scope of interests to support other 

aspects of all the grades' needs, including developing and coordinating the archery program for 

upper elementary students. 

How long have you lived in NC? Where 

did you come from?

What is your family’s story? What’s the 

story behind your orange Jeep? 

What other work in education have you 

done? What work outside of education 

have you done?

How did you connect with FernLeaf?



How does the structure of your role at 

the school work? Do you focus on one 

class, or rotate through areas? Do you 

have other recurring activities that you 

direct? What do you like about the 

dynamic process of working in this 

dynamic place?

What are the exciting things in your day 

- at the school or outside of it - that make 

you light up?

What is different about this community 

than other schools you’ve been a part of? 

What is similar?

What are two or three things you’re 

hopeful the community can continue to 

develop or build?

What are three things that you’re 

grateful for right now?

Do you have a guiding principle or quote 

that you return to?



In the Lunchbox



Want to be a part of Frond & Fiddlehead?

 Do you have ideas for content or topics to cover? 
Would you like to help with writing or photography? 

Please contact Sam Rule at serule@gmail.com 


